Events System outline

Transition Network website

Phase 2 development

Ed Mitchell

The events system is nearly finished but not quite. From an un-specified start in phase 1, Jim put together most of the system, but time, money and energy ran out. It was agreed to resolve this in phase 2. 

There have been many requests to publish events from individuals and other organisations, which the site needs to handle as simply as possible, requiring the minimum administration. Events are also a key part of any Transition Initiative, so need to be included in the Community Microsite offer. 

Event categories – the events are slightly different from News in that they are part of the ‘process’ side of Transition – on the whole they are training or community gatherings. This means that they are of a different nature to our primary categorisation (by transition theme). On the whole these fall into ‘training’ or ‘initiative meeting’. But this is unclear, and the Patterns work will lead to further definition of the secondary vocabulary. Therefore, include the standard theme categorisation to all event types and the tags option.  

Event types and their details:

NB: ‘Community event (aggregated) is in italics and is part of the sharing engine project which is in the future, but we will need to feed these into the stream of events onsite as the sharing engine project matures
	Event name
	Transition Network event
	Community event
	Partner event
	Community event

(aggregated)

	Content type
	“event”
	“initiative_event”
	“imported_event”

???
	…

	User role
	Site editor

Site admin
	CMS admin

CMS member
	Events partner

(set by admin)
	External – n/a to TN.org

	Discrete URL
	/events/date/title
	/events/date/title
	/events/date/title
	/events/date/title

	Type homepage
	/events/network
	/events/community
	/events/partner
	/events/community

	Source
	TN.org 
	CMS in TN.org
	TN.org
	External



Event outputs/views: 

from the bottom level (individual pages) to the top (events homepage)

Individual event page: 
URL: /events/date/title

Title: “Event Name”

The events page templates need to be as similar to the other directory pages as possible. Fields to be shown if event author has filled them in: 

· Title 

· Date

· Start time

· End time

· Location

· Event organiser (author)

· Event type (network, community, partner)

· IF community_event, then show Initiative name (linked to CMS homepage, which is the ‘website’ reference in the Initiative profile. In the future, this could well be an external link to their website, so keep that in mind) 

· Description

· Attachments

· Map

· Contact button

· Themes (linked list of taxonomy options selected by user)

· Tags (linked list of user-generated tags)

Event listing page for each event type: 
URL: /events/’event_type’

Title: “Transition [event_type] Events Directory”
Homepage template for each event type, offering users the same options for each event type. 

· Explanatory text box at the top for brief explano-text and link to calendar and map views
· Filter under explanatory text box: to enable users to view event type homepages or all events (/events, /network, /community, /partner)

· Table view to show: 

· Default: ‘upcoming’ events in a table showing latest at the top. Table headings: 

· Event name (link to event page)

· Date

· Location (town/city name?)

Events homepage: 
URL: /events

Title: “Transition Events Directory”

Homepage for all events in the system
· Explanatory text box at the top for brief explano-text and link to calendar and map views
· Filter under explanatory text box: to enable users to view event type homepages or all events (/events, /network, /community, /partner)

· Table view to show:

· Default: ‘upcoming’ events in a table showing latest at the top. Table headings: 

· Event name (link to event page)

· Event type (“Network”, “Community”, “Partner”)

· Date

· Location (town/city name)

